Sir -The histological distinction between bone marrow infiltrates of myeloma and benign paraproteinaemia is difficult and ill-defined. There is considerable overlap between them in the extent of infiltration and in the histological and cytological appearances of the infiltrate (Hayhoe et al., 1986 ). An objective test to distinguish these conditions would therefore be welcome.
Nucleolar organiser region (AgNOR) enumeration has been shown to be useful in distinguishing benign from malignant lesions in some tissues. We therefore decided to apply this technique to benign and malignant proliferation of plasma cells in an attempt to facilitate diagnosis.
Bone marrow aspirates from 17 patients with myeloma and 10 with benign paraproteinaemia were stained by the AgNOR method (Crocker & Nar, 1987) 
